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MCELROY

Waterloo averaged
3,000 fans in 1960s
Continued from page D1

him. If he said you weren't dressing,
you weren't dressing”
mmnnmma&r
ers on that first Black lehlcll:.
which won 11 of its 27 games in the
zlzfmme scason. Smith, at 20, was one
youngest.
The United States Hockey League
wmdlwu(onlymmulh:
time — Green Bay, Rochester, St. Paul
uanMmuwmﬂtodm—md
would change faces several times over
the next 32 years.
It included sich Ontario sites as
Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay,
like Madison and Mil-
wankee and Michigan towns such as
Marquette, Calumet, Travers City and
Country.

u? l;lx‘hm was o corsan. Mon
Del Kendall, Bob Relerand

Robert Peterson helped establish the
team, and McElroy Auditorium soon
became one of the town's social cen-

ters.

Waterloo averaged over 3,000 fans
per home game during the 1960s and
once drew 5,059 to a game against

in 1966,
“It was always great in those days,”

ers worked fulltime jobs during the
week and tween $25-100 per
game for mwmlmnm
Wmonlysnxlunumme National
there was no
of talented skaters who were willing to
play for a modest price.
Wiaterloo attracted some good ones.

City of
The success of the carly leams has
never been maiched in 32 years of
. ’s
of five consecutive USHL champi-
onships, Mniwm the 1963-64 sea-
son, might not be duplicated for a long
time.
Six others who are still in town —
Swick, Terry Hoath, Bill Dobbyn,
Wayne Wirkkula, Paulie Johnson and
Dave Mazur — joined the Hawks dur-
those years and helped produce a
m‘:fép neat-passing and winning brand

Wm recorded a 101-49 record
over that five-year stretch and won
titles under three different coaches.
Brumm guided the first title team
before leaving to start a club in Mar-
quette, Mich.

Bud McRae coached the next three
winners and Leskun led the 1967-68
group 10 its fifth straight title with what
has been called the best team in Black
Hawks history. It finished 27-6-1.

It wass a team without a true superstar
during those years, although the array
of mdlvlduﬂl talent was certainly

1 ohnson starred for the gold medal-
‘winning 1960 U.S. Olympic feam and
played again in the 1964 Games. Many
consider him the best forward in Water-
loo history, “Paulie had a million-dollar
setof legs” McRac says.

Dobbyn was one of the top defense-
men in the New York Rangers farm
system and touted as a future NHL
player before losing an eye (0 a high
stick during a 1958 game in Buffalo,
He was the Black Hawks' first real
enforcer,

Another standout during those carly
days was center Tim Taylor, who went
on to coach the U.S. Ol e
now guides Yale University.

But the one seen by his former team-
mates as most responsible for Water-
loo's success in the 1960s was goal-
tender Jim Coyle,

Coyle, from Delhi, Ont., joined the
Black Hawks In the middle of their first
season afler a carcer at the University
of Michigan. He backed up Jim Sofiak
that year, then became Waterloo's top
man between the pipes through the
1973-74 campaign.

Though he stood 5-foot-7 and 155
pounds when he joined the team, no
one came up bigger than Coyle.,

“If we hadn't had Jim Coyle in goal,

"d have won maybe two of those five
championships, bbyn claims. “He
\‘na: the best goalie in the | by

i
“He was something special,” Swick

adds, “Just unbelievable.”
lowa's Stars

The Black Hawks operi-
tions before the 1969-70 season, and
the Minncsota North Stars” farm team
came in from Memphis for what tumed
out to be a one-year stay in the Central

:ﬁ,ﬁmm Ilm
CTRHL O e

ued to play in the USHL.
Mwmulhmndum‘{hﬂ

Stars games,
Meanwhile, Waterloo's fans were
treated to some of the best hockey ever
at Auditorium.

10 e N, e, g
[ names,
those of Gilles Gilbert, Walt Md(odi-
nic and Dennis O'Brien.
the best players we've ever b::."
says

More than the players, however,

people remember about the

Stars” scason in Waterloo was the most
controversial offsides call in McElroy

history.
Swick, working the lines in the
lum s mll to-last game against Fort

oy Wikt Corl o | 'S0

lhe 3-3 tie and
Wﬁ.‘mm‘ﬁ
ook,

After the game, Stars general manag-
er John Muckler and coach Parker
McDonald joined their players on
ice in an onslaught of obscenities
directed at Swick. Another former
Black Hawk standout, Waierloo resi-
dent John Lesyshen, was the other
linesman.

Al three officials were then m

for IKI!IILH minutes by a circle

‘boards until Dutch van Dee-
len, an NHL supervisor of officials in
attendance, walked onto the ice and led
them off.

Swick downplays the fiaseo now,
confident he made the right call. He
says van Deelen
with the call after the ymm
several others did the same. At the
umc however, it was not much conso-

“M ‘wifee has never been very crazy
ﬂm( this (officiating),” Swick was
quoted as saying in the Courier. “And
when she got that phone call that told
her she’d better leave home because the
place was going to be bombed, that did
i

Musketeers and mace

Many of McElroy's most memorable
moments have involved the Sioux City
Musketeers, who joined the USHL in
the early 1970s and quickly became
Waterloo's most hated rivals.

How hot was this series? Dunr\?
1973-74 game at McElroy, a fan
charged the Sioux City bench from
behind and assaulted the Musketeers
with mace.

“I'm skating a center ice and | look
over and all of a sudden 1 sce these
guys rolling out onto the ice, just tum-
:!ing out,” Smith recalls. “And then it

it s,

“That was incredible,” adds Dobbyn,
‘who was serving in the official scorer’s
role he's held since his pliyinsgduys 1
thought there was a sniper in the crowd
or something. Players were falling out
of there like they'd been shot.”

The game was delayed while several
members of both teams had their eyes
washed out. Each finished the game
with a shortened bench.

Dobbyn’s glass ey popped out dur-
ing one game at McElroy, and a
woman watching from the front row
nmlv collapsed. She had an even hard-

¢ when Dobbyn picked up the
et it with his mouth and put it

n.

Swick can spill out countless stories
about the Waterloo-Sioux City

from his days as coach of the Blac|
Hawks.

Like the time he bailed one of his
players out of  Sioux City jail after the
Black Hawk stepped on a policeman’s
foot with his skate. And the time a
group of angry Musketeer fans jumped
ick's back with enough force 1o
send all of them, along with the boards
surounding Sioux City's rink, crashing
o the ice.

“Those were some wild games,” says
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ings for an overtime loss.

Pis
2
k]
M
42
35
55
42
19 19 2 o 2
W 18 170 0
97273 B B 1 47 3usD
0734 2 1 i 5 2ndSD
197475 0 15 1 6 188D
197576 0 18 0 6 2ndSD
197877 20 B 0 4 39SD Barzee
197778 4 20 0 8  18SD Jack
197879 45 13 0 90 188D Jack
W 27 19 2 8 18SD  Jack
196081 16 32 0 32 aSD  George McPhes, Ken
190182 1M 3B 1 2 ™ é“mms:nm
23 . Murphy
19283 6 42 0 12 Th  Scolt Murphy
1934 1M B 1 3 B Th  Hany Ray
19485 21 27 0 3 45  6h  HaryFay
198586 16 31 1 1 34 ™ Jaff,
190867 23 25 0 6 52  Tah  JefAf
190768 20 25 3 1 44 B JeMAd
1988-89 ? ¥ o0 2 20 oth Nick Whalihan
190990 7 3 3 2 19 O NckWheinan
199091 17 220 2 4 40 Oh RobGrlo
1912 21 % 2 2 48  6h RobGilo
7 28 3 4 4 7t Scott Mikesch
199384 3 15 0 2 68  2d  ScottMikesch
1994 [il‘-’ 5 17 1 5 16 10th SMM
T3 28 35 1387 head coaches

1
wrammu ummmammnmmm

H

Swick, who coached the Black Hawks
toa Southem Division title in 1974-75.

‘Waterloo wop, three division-
al cllnmpvoe!lu under Jack Barzee
e 1 e s s
it was marked a
on the local

The USHL merged with the Mid-
west League in the summer of 1977,
prompting & switch from the salaried
senior players io junior hockey. The
Hawks put a combination team of
junior and senior players on the ice for
two years — winning playoff champi-
onships in both 1977-78 and 1978-79
with a sizzling two-year record of 89-
3340 — before the seniors were phased
oul,

The days were . and inter-
nﬂhgs:gwn): G

Close to home

Besides the strong contingent from
places like Sault Ste. Marie and Mar-
quette, Mich., a few local favorites

to make names for themselves
during Waterloo’s senior hockey run.

Ed Starkey was the first product of
the Waterloo youth program to win a
regular job with the Black Hawks
and was one of the team's leading
scorers during the mid-1970s.

Starkey, who now runs Skatesport
and remains involved in local recre-
ational hockey, also coached the
Hawks for part of the 1981-82 sea-
son and is the lone Waterloo native
among the nine members of the
Black Hawk Hall of Fame. Scott
Murphy grew up with Starkey,
played parts of three different sea-
sons with the Black Hawks and took
over for Starkey as coach in 1982.

Walt Kyle Jr. is still a big name
among local hockey products. He
never coached the Black Hawks, but
since his Wnlelloo playing days he

coached the U.S. Junior Nation-
als and now gmd:s the San Diego
Gulls of the International Hockey
League. His dad, Walt Kyle St was
once USHL commissioner.

Many more locals grew out of the
once-dominant Columbus and War-
rior high school programs and played
for the Black Hawks as juniors. A
few of the more successful local
juniors included Doug Dietz, Mark

igan and Scott Dolan.

But the number of former Black
Hawks who now consider them-
selves locals far exceeds the actual
number of in-town players. No less
than 11 players from the senior
league teams are still in town and
most have remained involved in high

“The thing we nunml about |
Junior hockey now," says Smith, *
that it's the same way as the lmuw
league) baseball player. He comes to
town, he’s on the road and at the end
of the year he's gone. We came lo
town and stayed.

“So you could walk down the
street in the middle of the summer
and a guy would come up and talk
hockey. It was more a part of the
community.”

Young guns
Junior hockey has taken McElroy
for a rocky ride.

Attendance has fluctuated wildly
over the past decade and a half, and
twice there was talk about the team
possibly folding. Barzee assumed
financial control of the team in 1980
and moved it to Dubuque, but the
Black Hawks continued when the
Northeast lowa Hockey Association
moved its Hennepin, Minn. franchise
here. The Dubuque Fighting Saints
became an instant rival.

Financial troubles also came 1o a
head in 1983 and 1987, when there
was again talk of dissolving the
team. Again the Black Hawks sur-
vived, and over the last three years
the team has enjoyed a resurgence at
the box office under Chicago-based
owner Barry Soskin and genml
manager Scoti Brand.

While the Black Hawks continue
1o draw respectable crowds, their on-
ice record as @ junior club has been

ismal,

Last year's 33-15 record and sec-
ond-place finish marked the team'’s
first winning season since 1979-80,
its first as an all-junior squad. The
Hawks spent just about the entire
decade of (he 1980s at or near the
bottom of the USHL standings, win-
ning less than 10 games three times.

The two best junior players to don
Black Hawk uniforms did so for only
part of a season, but twin brothers
Chris and Peter Ferraro brought
magic back to McElroy after being
traded from Dubuque during the
1991-92 campaign.

“That first game the Ferraro hmth

HOCKEY

ers played here was
Dobbyn says of the New York
Rangers draft choices.

“It was hard to believe, really.
They scored the first three or four
times they were on (he ice against
Dubuque, their old team. Just beauti-
ful goals, and the people were going
crazy."

But then, rabid fans are nothing
new (0 McElroy Auditorium, whose
rink-side boards were recently sold
to a group in Cedar Rapids for
indoor soccer use.

It will take quite some time before
the new ones at Young Arena are
scuffed with as many memorics,

Area figure skating
sees surge, as well
Continued from page DI

more than 100 hours in the past three
years, and further growth in the com-
ing years could force the commission
to expand its Young Arena houss.
“Some people are unhappy now
with the hours available, but that
comes with growth,” Eggleston said.
We‘te practically growing out of our

Tlu: Northeast lowa Figure Skating
Club has seen a similar surge in recent
years, Tom Reardon of the Recreation

Commission said. He said that grow)
can be attributed to several factor
including the 1994 Winter Olympif
and the excitement over the buildig
of Young Arcna.

“When the U.S. Olympic hocke
team and the figure skaters are shoy
ing up on national TV, there tends |
be more interest,” Reardon said. |
think the figure skating is kind of
well-kept secret in Waterloo. We'y
got some great instructors in lown ag
the skill level gets better and betti
every year.”

Eggleston noted that the boomin
popularity of in-line skating (rolle
blading) has also contributed to t}
larger number of people on the ice |
the past two years.
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